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it protects from one inflammation only by exciting another. Oar author 
speaks of laryngismus stridulus and false croup as the same disease, whereas 
they frequently have only one symptom in common, the spasm of the glottis. 

Dentition, it is thought, has received an undue prominence, being a process 
onlv attended with difficulty when the digestive organs are disordered, and 
bei'n" under such circumstances rather a consequence than the cause of the 
general condition. No one will deny the truth of this, and yet it would be im¬ 
possible to free even the professional mind of the conviction, that the cuttin- 
of teeth is at least the exciting cause of many of tne accidents which frequently 

at The 'term infant has in this book a limited signification, and includes onlj- 
cliildrcn who have not yet completed their first year ; as it is at this time of 
lire that the mortality is the greatest, and later a different set of diseases is 
observed. This is of course true, but as Dr. Norton regards all diseases to 
which the infant is liable, as directly dependent upon the irritation caused by 
starchy food, wc arc surprised that he had not extended the period of infancy, 
if not to the end of the first dentition, at least to the time of the comp etc erup¬ 
tion of the four first molars, at which time the child is liable to grind its food, 

and requires, and can digest other food than milk. , , - 

Perhaps the hope expressed by the author m the preface, that he may have 
the good 1 fortune to be read generally as well as bv the profession, will accouut 
for some of the faults which we have indicated, but it will hardly, we think, 
be recognized as a sufficient excuse for them. A1 - 


A rT NXVI1T .—Medical Diagnosis, with special reference to Practical Jfeili- 
dhc. A Guide to the Knowledge ami DiscriminationofDisease. ByJ.M. 
T). Costa 51 D., Lecturer on Clinical Medicine, and Physician to the lean- 
svlvnnin ilospital, etc. etc. Illustrated with engravings on w-ood. third 
coition, revise! 8vo. pp. 844. Philadelphia: J. It. Lippincott & Co., 18.0. 

Tun first edition of this work appeared in 1804. It was reviewed elaborately 
in this Journal shortly after its publication.' fit agree with the able writer of 
that review in saying at the time or the publication of this work that few 
books have been more wanted than thorough, correct, and available manuals of 
medical diagnosis." The success of Dr. Da Costas work lias confirmed the 
correctness of this statement; and it has also confirmed another statement by 
the reviewer, namely, that the work “is not only a good, but at present, the best 
manual or Medical Diagnosis." When the size of the vo umc is considered, 
together with the fact that, in its practical object it is limited to the discrimi¬ 
nation of diseases, the success, ns shown by the call for a third edition within 
the space of six years, is remarkable. Bearing in mind the desirableness, to 
the great majority or physicians, that a large book on practical medicine should 
embrace, in addition to diagnosis, the etiology anil treatment of diseases, the 
success of Dr. Da Costa's work furnishes convincing proor of its excellence; 
and at the same time, this success is evidence or the value of works devoted 
specially to the subject of diagnosis. That a thorough, correct, and nvalkiole 
treatise*on this subject is a desideratum, no one, as wc think, can doubt who 
appreciates fully the difficulties often incident to the discrimination of diseases, 
aud fif the term mav be allowed) the momentous importance to the practitioner 
of diagnostic skill with reference to his individual experience in therapeutics, 

and the judicious treatment of cases of disease. _ _ 

The Plan which Dr. Da Costa adopts of taking, as a point of departure, 
symptoms, instead of morbid states, or, in other words, diseases, seems to ns 
decidedly the better of the two. In works on the practice of medicine, ns a 


• Vide Am. Jouru. of the Med. Sciences, No. for Oct. 1604, page 423. 
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matter of course diagnosis enters into the consideration of individual diseases. 
The study of particular symptoms in their different and numerous diagnostic 
relations is complemental to the study of diseases with reference to their dis¬ 
tinctive characters. It is important for the student that the subject of diag¬ 
nosis be presented in both these aspects, to wit, first, taking symptoms as the 
starting point, and, second, as incidental to the consideration of diseases. Dr. 
Da Costa’s work would have been less useful if he had adopted the plan of 
taking diseases as his point of departure. To some extent, however, the latter 
plan was necessary; for example, in treating of the diagnosis of the essential 
fevers. 

A very effective method of presenting the differential points of the diagnosis 
of different diseases having features more or less in common, is to arrange the 
distinctive characters of each in parallel columns. This method Dr. Da Costa 
has to some extent adopted. If we were to offer a critical remark here, it 
would be to express a wish that this method had been more largely pursued. 

An analytical review of Dr. Da Costa’s work is not now needed. The improve¬ 
ment in the third edition alone calls for notice. The size of the volume, in 
this edition i3 increased by about one hundred and fifty pages. An exami¬ 
nation, with reference to the revision and the additions, shows that the author 
has studied carefully the medical literature of the last six years in its bearing 
on his subject. He has also added to the fruits of his own clinical experience. 
The work is fully up to the present time, as regards the application of recent 
means of diagnostic investigation by means of the thermometer, the ophthalmo¬ 
scope, the laryngoscope, and the spliygmograph. In fact, it is in no respect 
behindhand, but it represents fully our present knowledge of the subject of 
which it treats. 

In commending this work, we do not lay ourselves open to the suspicion of 
a friendly bias, for our commendation is in accordance with the verdict of the 
profession. But praising it, as we do heartily and conscientiously, we would 
not have it inferred that, were we to undertake an analysis of it, we should find 
nothing to criticize. Can a reviewer ever say of any book, however excellent 
it may be, that it affords no scope for criticism ? In looking through the volume 
we have noted several things which seem to us to be open to critical remarks. 
Were we writing a review, we should not be reluctant to play the part of the 
critic, believing that the better the book, the more it is deserving of critical 
inquiry. But the things which we have noted are of minor importance, and 
our criticism would simply involve differences of opinion with regard to which 
the author’s judgment is perhaps entitled to more weight than ours. We 
conclude, then, by saying, ns did the reviewer of the first edition of the work, 
that it is at present the best manual of medical diagnosis. A. F. 


Art. XXIX. — Transactions of American State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association. Annual Ses¬ 

sion, 1870. (Second Meeting since Reorganization.) 8vo. pp. 56. 

2. Transactions of the Indiana State Medical Society, 1870. 8yo. pp. 165. 

3. Transactions of the Minnesota State Medical Society. Session of 1870. 

8vo. pp. 46. 

1. The Annual Session for 1870 of the State Medical Association of South 
Carolina was held in Columbia, March 9th and 10th. 

The Session was opened by a very calm and neat address by the President, 
Dr. A. N. Talley. Its leading.theme is “ The Hindrances to the Advance¬ 
ment of Medical Knowledge,” with a brief reference to the means by which 
these obstacles are finally to be surmounted. 

The first scientific paper, which is on H Liquid Glass (Silicate of Potash) as a 
Surgical Dressing form Imovable Apparatus,” by Dr. J. T. Darby, with the 
next paper giving an account of a case of “ Sarcomatous Fibroma of Upper 



